THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

some unduly sanguine forecasts which had appeared
in the Press. In The Observer of September 22, for
instance, Mr. J. L. Garvin had written of the new
device which it was then commonly expected was to
be adopted to deal with the lught-bombeOWhen
applied,* he said, cthe new device will enable our
fighters to intercept the night-bombers and kill
them. It is a device comparable to the brilliant reply
to the magnetic mine.* That some progress has been
and is being made was admitted by Mr. Attlee,
Lord Privy Seal, in reply to a question by Captain,
Cunningham-Reid in the House of Commons on
December 5 in regard to certain optimistic state-
ments which had been made upon this subject, but
he was careful to add: 'Both over-optimism and
undue pessimism should equally be avoided in pub-
lic statements.'
Mr. Churchill repeated the warning in the House
of Commons on December 19. "Every method of
dealing with air fighting by night is being studied
with passion and zeal by a very large number of ex-
tremely able and brilliant scientists and officers,* he
said. *So far we have not reached any satisfactory
remedy, although we have noticed a considerable
improvement in various directions. We must expect
a continuance of these attacks and must bear them.*
Such a statement  was in striking  contrast with
that of Air Marshal Sir Philip Joubert, who, in a
broadcast  to  America  in  September,   had  said:
*We are getting on well with night interception,
and I hope to see, during the next few weeks, fig-
ures  steadily  mounting   until  the  proportion of
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